
Avidnote Guide
AI for Research

Avidnote is a versatile AI tool developed 

by researchers for researchers. 

It enables more effective research writing, 

note-taking, reference management, 

reading and analysis.



AI Snippets

Use our templates/snippets to 

analyze data, plan your studies or 

lessons, write text, extract data, 

summarize text, and much more.

AI Transcribe 

Transcribe your interviews with AI and 

analyze them in minutes, not hours.

Index

AI Reader

Read with AI. Upload your papers and use 

the AI to analyze text, summarize papers, 

analyze chapters, and to chat with your 

papers and documents.

You can also write notes, highlight text and 

annotate your papers.

AI Writer

Use this as your AI assistant for writing 

and editing academic text.

Table of Content: Here are the different functionalities included in Avidnote. Navigate to the 

pages listed below to learn more about each functionality.
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Change your profile info, settings, export 
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My library
Organize all your papers, notes, tags 

and references in ONE place.
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AI Writer
The AI writer enables you to quickly write new drafts for 

your research papers.

In order to open the AI Writer, 

go to the menu, and click on 

Write new paper.

How to go there

Generate academic text

AI can be helpful for inspiration and generating text. 

You can also generate a draft for a:

• Literature review

• Historical overview

• Method

• Abstract

• Results

• Discussion and more

Think of Avidnote as an assistant, it does not replace the 

writing process, instead, it aids you in your writing. It is still 

important to keep academic integrity, which means citing 

proper sources, reworking the text, incorporating your text, 

and working with AI as a tool, and not as a replacement of 

you.

Tip!



AI writing assistant. Helps you 

write & rewrite academic text.

1) Begin by choosing any of the 

templates on the left side.

If you wish to write something

not shown in the list, choose 

“Write anything”

(or if you do not want to 

generate text with the AI, you 

can start out by copying text that 

you have already written and 

paste that into the right side to 

start working with it immediately)

AI Writer for Researchers



1) Choose the language you want 

the response to be in. 

Default is set to English. 

2) Describe what you want the AI to 

write about. Write this on the LEFT 

side. For example, here we wrote 

“causes of mental health disorders”

3) Choose your style guide by 

writing it in the field. Here we 

choose APA as our style guide .

4. Click Generate.

(for best result, you can skip other 

optional fields)

AI Writer for Researchers



The AI has now generated some 

text on the RIGHT side. You can 

edit this text, add to it, redact 

from it, modify it, and 

incorporate your own text.

Above the AI Writer, you can 

name your paper. You can also 

choose a Workbook (which 

function like folders for your 

generated text).

In this example, we have saved 

it under “Research papers”. If 

you wish to create workbooks, 

go back to the menu and click 

“Saved documents” and click 

“New” and then select “Add new 

workbook”.

AI Writer for Researchers



Your text is saved automatically 

every few seconds, although 

you can also choose to save it 

yourself.

You can find your saved 

documents under the menu item 

“Saved documents”.

You can download your finished 

results as a Word-file or PDF-

file. We recommend 

downloading it as a Word-file if 

you wish to continue working on 

it on your computer. See arrow.

To go back to the menu, click on 

the home button in the top left.

AI Writer for Researchers



Once your text is generated, you 

can use the AI to work with the 

material in real-time.

To do this, you select any of the 

text on the right side, and you 

will see an option called “AI”. 

Click on this button.

You will now see options. When 

you click on any of these, the AI 

will apply that option to the text 

you selected.

For example: Rewrite will rewrite 

the selected text, Check 

Grammar fixes grammar & 

spelling, Expand Content writes 

more text, Translate etc…

AI Writer for Researchers



Another option is to apply a 

custom prompt to the selected 

text.

To do this, you can select any 

text you want. In this example, 

we selected the whole text (but 

you can choose how much to 

select).

You can then write your custom 

prompt, for example: “list all 

authors in text”

AI Writer for Researchers



The result will be inserted into 

the text that you selected. In 

this example, we asked the AI 

to give the authors mentioned 

in the text.

You can go back to your 

previous text anytime by 

clicking on the back arrow. 

See arrow.

AI Writer for Researchers



AI Reader 

(Paper View)
This is the main view where you can read your papers and 

use the AI to analyze and chat with your papers/docs.

To go there, either click on a paper you have 

already uploaded in My library OR Upload 

paper.

How to go there

Read and take notes

Read papers and take notes on the side. Read and 

write, side-by-side. Save your notes and organize 

them.

Chat with AI

Use the AI to chat with your papers. Easily get access 

to summaries, analysis or explanations of text. In just 

one click.



AI explains text you are 

reading.

- Once you have 

uploaded a paper, it 

takes a few seconds to 

process with the AI.

- When it has finished 

processing, you can 

now chat directly with 

the paper.

- To do this, write 

anything you want to 

ask in the chat box in 

the bottom and press 

enter when finished.

3

AI Reader: AI Chat with your papers



- Here the document is 

ready to be used (see 

green message). This 

means the AI is now 

connected to the paper.

- Besides chatting, you 

can select ready-made 

prompts to get the 

summary, results, 

analysis etc. 

- To do this, choose your 

option in the toolbar (see 

arrow) and then click 

one of the options in the 

middle row. These will 

be applied to the whole 

paper.

3

AI Reader : AI Chat with your papers



- In this example, we 

clicked on Summarize 

this document.

- The AI will then start to 

summarize the entire 

document.

- Other options you can 

select include 

“Limitations” which will 

show the limitations of 

the study, “Results” 

which will show the 

results of the paper, and 

many other options.

3

AI Reader: AI Chat with your papers



- If you only want to apply 

the AI prompt to selected 

text. Choose one of the 

options under 

“Questions for inserted 

text”. 

- For example, if you 

select “Explain this text”, 

you then need to paste 

the text you want the AI 

to explain. 

- When done, press enter, 

and the AI will start to 

explain the text you 

pasted (you can 

copy/paste text from 

outside of Avidnote 

also).

AI Reader: AI Chat with your papers

Copy

Paste



AI Reader: Take notes on papers

Take notes on your 

papers.

To write a new note, you 

click on Notes, and then 

“Add new note”. 

These notes are shown 

in your library inside the 

files view.

You can also save an AI 

output (see earlier page) 

as a new note. That 

option is shown at the 

bottom of the AI output 

on the left side.



Paper view: Take notes on papers
You can also create notes 

on the actual document. 

To highlight, simply select 

the text you want to highlight 

on the right side and click on 

the highlight button T (see 

green arrow)

To create a sticky note, click 

on the sticky-note image in 

the toolbar, and then name 

your note. You can also 

change the color & style of it.

To see all your annotations, 

click on the toolbar (see 

yellow arrow) and choose 

annotations.



AI Reader: Full screen
Click on the full screen 

image at the top right of the 

paper to go to full screen or 

go back.

If you click on the blue notes 

text in bottom left, your notes 

will slide in while you are in 

full-screen mode.

You can also toggle other 

options by clicking on the 

gear symbol, for example 

show two pages at the same 

time.

Top-right, you have the 

option to search the doc or 

download it as a PDF.



AI Transcribe
Transcribe your interviews or research meetings in 

minutes. Then use the transcript to analyze with our AI.

To go there, click on AI Transcribe.

Get a ready transcript in minutes.

How to go there

Transcribe interviews

Upload audio or video files and transcribe your 

interviews (or research meetings) in minutes.

Analyze interviews

You can then go to the AI snippets/templates to 

analyze your interview in different ways:

- Code with grounded theory

- Code with a framework you choose.

- Narrative analysis

- Analyze with a framework you choose.

Or you can analyze your meeting minutes, and get 

an overview of what was said.



AI Transcribe – How to transcribe with AI
1. Upload interview 2. Transcribes in minutes 3. Analyze / code interviews

1. Select language, and if you want to auto detect speakers, time stamps, or redact personal names mentioned in the interview. 

Click browse to select your audio/video file, and then Generate to start transcribing. It can take a few min depending on the 

length of the interview.

2. Once the AI has finished, read the transcript and correct any mistakes. Name your text & click save to save it in Avidnote. 

3. Copy the transcript and go to the AI Snippets (Templates) and under the Data category, choose how to analyze. See next page.



Analyze interview: choose how

1. First make sure to that you 

have copied the interview 

transcript that was generated in 

the previous step.

2. Go to AI snippets (templates) in 

the menu.

3. Choose one of the options to 

analyze your interview. We 

recommend “Narrative analysis” 

but you have several options, or 

you can choose “Analyze data 

with framework” and define 

whichever framework you want to 

use to analyze your interview.

You can also code the interview.

The interview data stays private in your account, in GDPR-certified servers.



Analyze interview: narrative analysis

1. Paste the whole transcript of your 

interview where the yellow arrow 

is pointing.

2. Click Generate text

The AI will now analyze your entire 

interview using this template. You can 

edit / modify the output on the right.

The narrative analysis will divide the 

interview into each narrative that was 

identified by the AI, followed by an 

analysis and relevant quotes from the 

interviewee.

You can save this in Avidnote, or 

download it to your computer. See 

options at the top-right.



AI Snippets / 
Templates

With Avidnote, you can use custom templates (snippets) 

to perform a variety of research related tasks. The AI 

helps you when it comes to reading, writing, analyzing as 

well as tasks relating to methodology or teaching.

Reading

Helps you read papers, interpret 

text, peer-review, simplify 

complex topics, etc. 

Writing

A writing aid, rewrite 

text, summarize, write 

text, modify text, etc  

More

Suggest research 

methods, theoretical 

framework, research gaps, 

lesson plans etc

Analysis

Analyze data, find insights, 

suggest interview/survey 

questions etc

In order to open the AI 

snippets/templates, go to the 

menu, and click on AI snippets.

How to go there



AI Snippets – AI Templates

With the templates, you can perform 

a variety of tasks with AI. For 

example: analyze data, plan lessons, 

extract data, write text, academic 

critique, answer emails and more.

Begin by selecting a template that 

you want to use. You can also 

navigate by clicking on the categories 

at the top to filter by certain 

categories (data, reading, writing etc).

You can also save snippets/templates 

that you like by clicking on the star 

symbol. To search for a template, use 

the search bar at the top.

To begin, click on the template that 

you want to use.



AI Snippets – One example

In this example, we chose the 

template/snippet called “Proofread 

this”. Here you can paste any text that 

you have, and let the AI provide a 

revised version of the text.

You always write the input (or paste) 

in the left side, and the AI will give 

you the output on the right side.

Click Generate text to generate the 

response. You can also change the 

language before generating the text.

In this example, the AI delivered the 

text you see on the right, and we 

bolded the headers for clarity.



AI Snippets – Second example
This is another example of using a 

snippet / template.

In this example, we want to rewrite 

some text completely. With the rewrite 

template, the AI will change the text you 

wish to rewrite but keep the meaning.

In the previous example, we wanted to 

simply make grammar/spelling 

corrections. Here, we’re rewriting the 

text instead.

This could be useful for many reasons, 

for example, if you want to rephrase 

something that you have written, 

because you were not happy with how it 

sounded.



Analyze quantitative data
1. Select & copy data 

(CTRL+C) from a table/excel 

file or other source. 

2. Go to the snippet/template 

called Analyze data → paste 

the data in the left side, and 

(optional) ask any specific 

questions about the data for the 

AI to answer. 

3. Click generate.

This is showing one way to analyze data. There are more options,

go to AI snippets (templates) and choose any relevant option 

under the data header.



My library
Here you can find all of your papers, notes, references 

and research projects in ONE place. 

In order to open your library, go 

to the menu, and click on 

My library

How to go there

Find your notes

Search across all of your papers for notes that you 

have written.

Organize your research

Organize your research projects and associated 

papers, essays, files, lecture material, research data 

and more. 

Save tags, references and more

You can create and use tags to organize your reading 

material. You can also save your references and 

export them to other tools such as Zotero or Endnote.



Where your papers are 

stored.

- To upload a paper, 

click on Upload 

paper(s), and select 

a document from 

your computer.

- When it has finished 

processing, you can 

choose to open the 

file and start 

reading.

- You can organize 

your files into 

folders. To open a 

folder click on 

“View” button to the 

right, or click on the 

actual folder.

My library – Folder view You can switch 

between viewing 

Folders and Files.

You can create a 

new folder or 

upload a paper



- We are now inside 

Files view. You can 

toggle between this 

view and the Folder 

view. See arrow.

- Here, you can 

search across all 

your papers. It will 

search your notes 

and papers.

- You can view a note 

by clicking the 

dropdown button to 

the right. Or you can 

click on the note to 

go view the 

document and 

notes.

My library – Files view



- You can also filter by 

tags if you have created 

any tags. Tags can be 

created inside the paper 

view (open any paper, 

see top right). 

When you select a tag, 

the system will only 

show papers/notes that 

have that tag.

My library – Tags



- You can rename 

your documents or 

change their 

reference info by 

clicking on the gear 

symbol. See arrow.

- It is not required to 

change reference 

info. You will still be 

able to work with the 

documents 

regardless of what 

you name them.

My library – Reference info



- Inside of My library, 

you can select 

papers and click 

delete. This will take 

them to the trash 

can.

- Inside the trash can, 

you can delete them 

forever, or restore 

them. See the 

buttons on the right.

Trash can



AI Modules:

Chat assistant
Use the familiar chat assistant that you find with 

ChatGPT, with privacy included for all users.

To go there, click on AI Chat. You can then 

select a custom chat bot, or select the 

generic ChatGPT chatbot. 

How to go there

Chat with AI

Ask any questions to the AI, it answers. All of the 

data stays private and is never used to train the AI. 

This is true for all the functionalities in Avidnote.

Save your chats

You can save your chats in Avidnote or download 

them as Word-files.



AI chatbots
You have the option to have a chat without connecting PDFs. 

This is the familiar AI chat. You can download the chat as 

Word/PDF, and create new chats. If the AI gets stuck, try to 

create a new chat and refresh the page.

Begin by selecting a chat bot. For 

custom bots, they only do one job, 

e.g. rewrite text.

For a generic chatbot, choose 

ChatGPT. This will give you the 

same functionalities as ChatGPT 

but with privacy enabled. All of the 

data stays private and is never 

used to train the AI. The data is 

hosted on GDPR-certified servers in 

the EU.



AI Code
Write and edit your computer code in different 

languages.

To go there, click on AI Code in the menu.

How to go there

Write code

With the AI Coder you can write or modify your 

code in many different languages.

Save your code

You can also save and organize your generated 

scripts / codes. These are saved under “Saved 

codes”



AI Code / Programming
The AI Coder can be used by 

researchers who need to write or test 

computer code. (If you are looking to 

“code” qualitative interviews, please 

refer to the AI Snippets instead under 

the category of Data)

1. Choose which programming 

language you want. Here, I chose 

Python.

2. Provide the instructions on what code 

you want the AI to generate.

3. Click generate. The AI outputs the 

code which you can then copy and 

use for your own purposes.

You can also save the code snippet 

in Avidnote.



Settings
Here you can change your settings. Go to My profile > 

and then Settings or Premium Plans.

To go there, click on My Profile. From there, 

you can select Settings or Premium plan to 

upgrade or cancel your plan. 

How to go there

Upgrade / cancel plan

Upgrade to a premium plan to get access to more 

credits, AI usage and more. Or downgrade/cancel 

your current plan for current subscribers.

Edit your profile settings

Change your name or password.

Export or import data

Export all your notes and references. You can also 

choose to import references, although this is not 

recommended, because it is easier to work on your 

papers in Avidnote and export the references to 

your reference manager.



Settings: change name/password

You can change your 

name or password.

For password changes, 

please select a strong 

password. Longer 

passwords are more 

secure.

If you need to change 

your email or 

organization, let us know 

by email and we can do 

it for you. Use the 

contact form on 

avidnote.com



Settings: manage your data

Click on Manage my date to export your 

data. You can export your notes or your 

references.

If you export your references, you can 

open the download .bib file in your 

reference manager, for example Zotero. 

Make sure that Zotero is open before you 

click on the reference file.

We recommend that you do not import 

references, but instead work with your 

papers in Avidnote and export your 

references to your reference manager, 

e.g. Zotero or Endnote.

*If you decide to delete your account, you can do that here as well. Make sure 

to first export your data as a deletion will delete everything in your account.



Settings: upgrade account
To use Avidnote properly, you will need 

to upgrade your account. We offer two 

plans. You can read more about the 

plans on avidnote.com

If you buy a yearly account, you will save 

2 extra months. For group purchases, 

we offer bigger discounts, please contact 

us at: avidnote.com/contact-us

You can cancel your plan anytime. 

Select a plan by clicking on it and fill out 

the details. For yearly accounts, click on 

the tab “Year” first to see the yearly 

plans (see arrow).

To see your receipts, click on Details, or 

send us an email.



Advanced settings

In advanced settings we test out new 

functionalities. Currently, you have the ability 

to choose to add papers directly from a 

research database. Please note that this is a 

beta feature, and it may not always work.

Once you have enabled it, you go back to 

the menu by clicking on the link at the top. 

You will then see a new search bar at the 

bottom (left sidebar). 

Here you can search for papers to import 

them directly (papers with pdf-symbol). 

Please note that not all papers are available, 

and the system sometimes does not import 

the paper. If it does not work, upload the 

paper manually instead.



With focus on 

data privacy
The data that you put up on Avidnote is stored in secure 

GDPR-certified servers. Avidnote is developed by a 

Swedish company, Avidemic AB, and is regulated by 

GDPR regulations.

You own it

The data you put up on the 

platform is owned by you. We do 

not take ownership of any data.

Retrievable

You can retrieve, edit or 

delete your data any 

time.

Private

Your data is private. We do not 

share it with other users. The data 

is never used to train the AI.

Security

We use industry-standard 

security measures to keep 

your data secure.

Enterprise licenses include a standard DPA agreement 

that ensures that your data stays private and secure. 



Customers around 

the world
Avidnote is used by both individual researchers and research 

departments and institutions around the world. Interested? 

Send us a message: avidnote.com and click on Contact.

Our customers include

Enterprise licenses include a standard DPA agreement 

that ensures that your data stays private and secure. 



Contact Us

You can reach us by using the contact 

form on our website or reach out to us 

on: hello@avidnote.com 

avidnote.com/contact-us
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